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Support our sustainability work in Minnesota
			DONATE



		Get Our E-newsletter
			
    Email Address:
    

    





		Green Events
				April 17, 2024 4:00 pm – 7:00 pm
Toy Lending Event
	May 1, 2024 4:00 pm – 7:00 pm
Toy Lending Event
	May 15, 2024 4:00 pm – 7:00 pm
Toy Lending Event
	May 29, 2024 4:00 pm – 7:00 pm
Toy Lending Event
	June 12, 2024 4:00 pm – 7:00 pm
Toy Lending Event




See more events on our calendar, or submit your own event.
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		Green Tips
						
							Buy Reusable for Parties, Picnics & Holidays
						
											
							Purchase durable, long lasting reusable items for serving and eating food such as silverware, glasses, bowls, mugs, plates, and cloth napkins. When you choose reusable over disposable, even if it costs more up front, it will save money and be less wasteful. Think about the amount of trash you can keep out of the landfill or the incinerator by choosing to reuse!

Check out our article on How to Plan a Low Waste Event for more ideas!

						

					

						
							Pack a No Waste Lunch
						
											
							A ‘no-waste lunch’� is a meal that does not end up in the trash. Buy food in bulk and put it in reusable containers to carry to school or work. Packing your food in reusables is typically less expensive and creates less waste than buying food that comes in disposable containers.

Check out our No Waste Lunch tips!

						

					

						
							Purchase Sustainable Lumber and Wood Products
						
											
							Minnesota’s forests are vital to the state economy and environment. The Minnesota wood products industry provides employment to rural communities and serves markets throughout the world. As global trade in forest products grows, forest certification has emerged as a mechanism for consumers to identify wood products produced from sustainably managed forests. Nearly 50 different companies in Minnesota manufacture and market certified products. Retailers and distributors sell a variety of lumber, paneling, and decking products. Numerous local paper and printing companies also offer certified products.

More info here!

						

					

						
							Purchase Low Flow Plumbing Fixtures
						
											
							Your family can save 13,000 gallons of water per year with a low flush toilet, 2,900 gallons with a low flow shower head and 700 gallons with faucet aerators. Reducing temperature and usage of hot water will also save money and energy.

Find more great water saving tips with our Home Water Audit Checklist!

						

					

						
							Install a Solar Water Heater
						
											
							Solar water heating is one of the least publicized but most cost-effective renewable energy options. According to Windy Dankoff of Conergy, solar water heaters capture six times more energy than solar electric at a third the cost.

Read our full article on Solar Water Heaters for more information.

						

					

						
							Green Your Laundry
						
											
							Green laundry practices are good for the environment and for your wallet! Use cold water, wash only when clothes are dirty, line dry clothes year round, buy concentrated laundry detergent in refillable containers, use non-chlorine bleach, and purchase Energy Star appliances when possible.

Check out our full list of green laundry tips!

 

 

						

					

						
							Choose Safe Art Supplies
						
											
							

Arts and crafts materials can be hazardous to your health and the environment. Even though the Labeling of Hazardous Art Materials Act of 1988 requires stringent labeling of hazardous materials in art supplies, many materials are out of compliance. This article offers tips to help you choose safe art supplies, plus substitutes to harmful substances.





						

					

						
							Support Strong Towns
						
											
							

The automobile era spurred the expansion of highways and the fragmentation of natural habitats and communities. Now, the suburban American lifestyle had led to an obesity epidemic, high levels of resource consumption, and oil dependency. Strong Towns is a nonprofit that helps cities focus on resiliency instead of growth. Find out more.





						

					

						
							Practice Greener Pest Control
						
											
							Preventive and non-toxic pest control strategies are not only better for the environment and your wallet, but also human health. Before the advent of toxic aerosol sprays and poisons post World War II, many people used passive and more natural means to control pests by deterring and preventing their entry.

Find a list of green pest control ideas in our article on Pest Control, the Old Fashioned Way!

						

					

						
							Plant a Rain Garden
						
											
							Many people do not realize that rain carries pollutants from our houses, yards, streets, sidewalks and parking lots to the nearest storm drain, leading directly to local lakes, streams and rivers. Rain gardens are designed to have a center depression to help rainwater seep into the soil. This infiltration helps recharge groundwater and reduces polluted runoff.

Check out our article on rain gardens to learn more.
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			Do It Green! Minnesota is currently undergoing a refresh, where we will be updating the layout and content of the website. In the meantime, feel free to browse the current website including our Green Living Articles, however note that many are now more than 5 years old, so the information may or may not be outdated.



We’re excited to be working on this, and look forward to sharing the new website with you soon!
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